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2021 - A year of triumph, challenges and everything  
in between
Considering it is only March 2022, the year 2021 seems as though it was so long ago.  
Such is the nature of this world - changing pandemic that has held us all in its grip  
for far too long.

Instead of chronicling every detail of 2021 and the challenges associated with the pan-
demic, we will simply refer you to the title of this message, because it says it all.  In 2021 
we saw the best in people, from our Health Care Heroes who continue to put everything 
on the line every day, to our amazing community that gave us everything we asked for to 
help our patients and staff.  We also saw the worst of what COVID-19 can do to someone’s 
health and well-being.  During the latter part of the year, we also saw the impact of con-
spiracy theories and misinformation.  

As we move into the spring, we do so with the optimism that yes, the pandemic way of life 
is evolving and hopefully ending.  There is hope on the horizon.

We look back at 2021 as a year that will never be forgotten, that challenged us all in im-
measurable ways and brought out the very best in so many.

To you and yours, be safe and well and enjoy the sunshine.

Jeff Coleman,     Kellie O’Rourke
Board of Directors Chair   Chief Operating Officer,
Grace Hospital Foundation   Grace Hospital

A Message to our community
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During the pandemic it became increasingly imperative for 
the Foundation to raise money for unanticipated patient care 
needs related to COVID-19. The Foundation Board and staff 
also believed it was important to provide direct support to our 
Grace Hospital Health Care Heroes; the staff. Here are a few 
ways the Foundation and hospital supported the staff with the 
contributions from our community and donors like you!

FOUNDATION
The Foundation spent over $700,000 to directly support  
patient care and encourage the staff while they provided 
exemplary care. 

• Free paid TV service for all patients
• Portable ultrasound machine for Emergency Department
• Portable UV Cleaner
• Coffee Days for all staff
• Treat Days for all staff; including Mini Donuts, Cookies,   

Ice Cream and more

HOSPITAL INITIATIVES
The Grace Hospital continually provides resources to staff to 
bring some ease to their work day. Mindfulness breaks, wellness 
breaks, and pet therapy are just a few of the programs and 
initiatives provided by Grace Hospital. 

• Hawaii Spirit Week
• Halloween Spirit Week
• Staff Pet Therapy (in partnership with St. John Ambulance)

Supporting our staff
Initiatives to support staff in 

challenging times of healthcare

Pet Therapy Program - a partnership 
between St. John Ambulance and Grace 
Hospital Volunteer Resources. 
(Service Dog Zeus visiting with staff at the Grace)
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COMMUNITY SUPPORT
Staff are grateful for all the thoughts of appreciation and   
support received from the community. Whether it was a well  
wishes card, poster, painted rock or hand sewn cap, every   
thought went a long way. 

• Hot-meal deliveries
• Food trucks
• Nursing caps from Bell MTS Retirees
• Stained glass crane ornaments
• Locally brewed Trans Canada Bluebeary beer
• Puzzles and games

Over 12,000 meals donated 
to Health Care Heroes from 
Princess Auto Foundation and 
Trans Canada Brewing Co. 

SPECIAL THANK YOU!

Princess Auto Foundation

Trans Canada Brewing Company 

Kinsmen Club of Winnipeg

St. James School Division & Bruce 
Middle School

Across the Board Game Café

Bell MTS Retiree Group

Sargent Sundae

Compass Group Canada

Hon. Pearl McGonigal

Medallion Milk

Crown Mazda

Little Goat Restaurant

Chicken Chef

St. John Ambulance Pet Therapy 
Volunteers

Over $700,000 spent on 
staff support initiatives
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HEALTH HOPE CARING RADIOTHON 

On May 14, 2021, the Grace Hospital Foundation held the Foundation’s first 
Radiothon, presented by Food Fare, and in partnership with our good friends 
at Corus Entertainment. Listeners from across Manitoba and beyond pledged 
their support for the Grace Hospital and for our Health Care Heroes! 

During the broadcast, we shared stories of health, hope and caring and the 
impact the Grace has on our community. Edward and Marjorie Danylchuk 
were honoured with the Pearl McGonigal Award for their ongoing contribu-
tions to the Grace through the years. 

BOCCE BALL TOURNAMENT  

One of Grace Hospital Foundation’s consistently growing and increasingly 
popular events is the Bocce Ball Tournament hosted by Joe Aiello. 

The Foundation was thrilled to welcome new and old faces to the third annual 
tournament on Friday, September 24.  Bocce players filled Sturgeon Creek 
Park with enthusiasm, excitement and a friendly competitive spirit to win.  

CLINT GRIFFITH ONLINE AUCTION

A once in a life-time opportunity, the Grace Hospital Foundation forayed into 
Middle Earth when it became the grateful recipient of a rare collection of ar-
tifacts donated by Clint Griffith. With over 100 pieces, the collection included 
rare Lord of the Rings sculptures, Viking swords, Odin statues, movie para-
phernalia and more. 

To raise money, the Foundation hosted an online auction in conjunction with 
a live in person display at ComiCon Winnipeg. 

SUMMER DRIVE IN MOVIE & WINTER CELEBRATION 

We couldn’t be where we are without the ongoing support of our community 
and supporters like you! To thank our community for all of their contributions 
and ongoing encouragement, the Foundation hosted two Drive-In Movie 
events for members of the public to enjoy a special experience in accordance 
with public health protocols.

Special Events in Review
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Save the Dates
2022
Grace Hospital Foundation is excited to present 
the 2022 line-up of special events. Please visit  
gracehospitafoundation.ca for the most up to 
date information and ways to get involved.   
We look forward to seeing you all in 2022!

GRACE HOSPITAL DAY
RADIOTHON / 
MAY 13, 2022

BOCCE BALL TOURNAMENT / 
AUGUST 11, 2022

GRACE GALA / 
OCTOBER 25, 2022

WINTER CELEBRATION /
DECEMBER 7, 2022

50/50 
Online Lottery 
The Grace Hospital Foundation 
gave away $50,000 in winning 
prize money in 2021.

Stay tuned for the latest in 50/50 
opportunities. 

Board of Directors

Jeffrey A. Coleman
Chair
Doneta Brotchie
Vice Chair
Keith Davidson
Treasurer
Bruce Lillie
Secretary
Barry Brown
Director
Trevor Clay
Director
Kevin Dandewich
Director
Marjorie Danylchuk
Director
Dr. Ramin Hamedani 
Director
Chief Medical Officer, Grace Hospital
Catherine Howden
Director
Jim McDermid
Director
Kellie O’Rourke
Director
Chief Operating Officer, Grace Hospital
Dr. Garvin Pierce
Director
Col. David Proteau, CD
Director
Gayle Swirski
Director
Arlene Wilgosh
Director
Munther Zeid
Director

Jon Einarson
Executive Director
Leah Johnston 
Donor Relations Manager
Stephanie Scherbain 
Communications and Special Events Coordinator 
Tara Stokotelny 
Corporate Partnerships and Digital Media Coordinator
Vanessa Cardinal 
Administrative Coordinator (Maternity Leave)
Manuel Ortega 
Administrative Coordinator

Staff
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A CLEAR PICTURE

Construction is nearing the end on the major expansion to Grace Hospi-
tal’s Diagnostic Imaging department.  The redevelopment project began 
mid-2020 and is slated for completion in late spring 2022.

Grace Hospital Foundation is contributing $3 million of the $9 million 
total cost, in what is a truly transformative re-development of imaging 
quality and capacity at the Grace.

During the process of clinical consolidation a few years ago, Grace Hos-
pital was designated as one of the three acute care hospitals in Winnipeg 
(along with St. Boniface Hospital and Health Sciences Centre), which 
means we continue to have a 24-hour Emergency Department, Intensive 
Care Unit, and 24-hour emergency surgery.  This expanded role has seen 
our patient volumes in all areas increase dramatically, in some cases by 
30% or more.  The upgrade to the Diagnostic Imaging department is 
critical to meet this demand.

The new department will include:

• New SPECT-CT Gamma Camera

• Additional CT Scanner

• Additional Ultrasound

• Upgraded Digital X-Ray equipment

• Two new Echocardiogram machines

• Existing Fluoroscopy machine

• Existing MRI

This dynamic renovation will position the Grace to continue as a centre of 
excellence in diagnostics and patient care.

Envision Our Grace 
Capital Campaign Update

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN CABINET

Honourary Patron

The Hon. Pearl McGonigal

Campaign Co-Chairs

Irene Merie
Dr. Garvin Pierce

Campaign Cabinet

Steve Chipman

Dr. Catherine Cook

R.W. (Bob) Cunningham

Marge Danylchuk

Gregg Hanson

Diane Johnston

Robert Vandewater
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Diagnostic Imaging Department Re-Development Progress, waiting room
February 2022

ENVISION OUR GRACE CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

Now in its final stretch, the Envision Our Grace campaign will be concluding at 
the end of May, coinciding with the conclusion of construction on the Diagnostic 
Imaging department.  As always, the community has been overwhelmingly gen-
erous, and we have reached the $2 million mark of our $3 million goal.  

To participate please call 204-837-0375 or go online 
to gracehospitalfoundation.ca

$2,087,245 raised 70% of goal
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Thanks to Our Donors and Supporters

Over 1,100 new donors to the 
Grace Hospital Foundation in 2021

SUPPORT

The Grace Hospital Foundation has 
a permanent donor wall proudly on 
display in the Grace Hospital that reflects 
the cumulative total of charitable 
gifts from various donors. This wall is 
the cornerstone of the Foundation’s 
recognition program for major donors, 
and is our opportunity to permanently 
honour those who have made 
significant contributions to the care of 
patients at our facility. 

The donor wall recognizes our valued supporters 
and commemorates the giving received in our 
community. 
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Get Involved

Please join us in our mission to raise funds in support of patient care at Grace Hospital by 

fostering active community engagement. 

We need your help to be successful. There are a myriad of ways to get involved. 

Grace Hospital Foundation Eblast  

Over 3,800 email subscribers

Learn more at:
www.gracehospitalfoundation.ca

or send an email to: 
foundation@ggh.mb.ca

FOLLOW

Get social with us by following us at: 

Facebook: Grace Hospital Foundation

Instagram: GraceHospitalFoundation

Twitter: @GHFWinnipeg

CONTACT US 

Grace Hospital Foundation
300 Booth Drive
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3J 3M7

Phone: 204-837-0375
Fax: 204-837-0587
Email: foundation@ggh.mb.ca

DONATE

Impact patient care at the Grace 
by making a gift today. 

Call us today or donate online at 
gracehospitalfoundation.ca



www.gracehospitalfoundation.ca


